Screening and prevention of hearing loss in children.
Congenital hearing loss is the most common neurosensory handicap in neonates. Recently, technology has become available that has allowed states to implement universal screening programs at a relatively low cost and with minimal expertise needed for hospital personnel to operate the screening machines. In successful programs, the age of diagnosis has been reduced from 2(1/2) years to 3 to 6 months. Children diagnosed with hearing loss before speech develops have been shown to have better speech and language outcomes than those who are diagnosed later. Strategies for screening and early intervention are discussed, as well as the causes, prevention, and treatment of more common forms of childhood hearing loss.